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Chapter 13
The Rise of Mass Democracy, 1824–1840
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The election to the presidency of the frontier aristocrat and common person’s hero, Andrew Jackson, signaled the end of the older elitist political leadership represented by John Quincy Adams. A new spirit of mass democracy and popular involvement swept through American society, bringing new energy as well as conflict and corruption to public life.

Theme: Jackson successfully mobilized the techniques of the New Democracy and presidential power to win a series of dramatic political battles against his enemies. But by the late 1830s, his Whig opponents had learned to use the same popular political weapons against the Democrats, signaling the emergence of the second American party system.

Theme: Amidst the whirl of democratic politics, issues of tariffs, financial instability, Indian policy, and possible expansion in Texas indicated that difficult sectional and economic problems were festering beneath the surface and not being very successfully addressed.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Beginning in the 1820s, a powerful movement celebrating the common person and promoting the “New Democracy” transformed the earlier elitist character of American politics. The controversial election of the Yankee sophisticate John Quincy Adams in 1824 angered the followers of Andrew Jackson.

Jackson’s sweeping presidential victory in 1828 represented the political triumph of the New Democracy, including the spoils-rich political machines that thrived in the new environment. Jackson’s simple, popular ideas and rough-hewn style reinforced the growing belief that any ordinary person could hold public office. The “Tariff of Abominations” and the nullification crisis with South Carolina revealed a growing sectionalism and anxiety about slavery that ran up against Jackson’s fierce nationalism.

Jackson exercised the powers of the presidency against his opponents, particularly Calhoun and Clay. He made the Bank of the United States a symbol of evil financial power and killed it after a bitter political fight. Destroying the bank reinforced Jacksonians’ hostility to concentrated and elite-dominated financial power, but also left the United States without any effective financial system.

Jackson’s presidency also focused on issues of westward expansion. Pursuing paths of “civilization,” Native Americans of the Southeast engaged in extensive agricultural and educational development. But pressure from white settlers and from the state governments proved overwhelming, and Jackson finally supported the forced removal of all southeastern Indians to Oklahoma along the “Trail of Tears.”

In Texas, American settlers successfully rebelled against Mexico and declared their independence. Jackson recognized the Texas Republic but, because of the slavery controversy, he refused its application for annexation to the United States.

Jackson’s political foes soon formed themselves into the Whig party, but in 1836 they lost to his handpicked successor, Van Buren. Jackson’s ill-considered economic policies came home to roost under the unlucky Van Buren, as the country plunged into a serious depression following the panic of 1837.

The Whigs used these economic troubles and the political hoopla of the new mass democratic process to elect their own hero in 1840, following the path of making a western aristocrat into a democratic symbol. The Whig victory signaled the emergence of a new two-party system, in which the two parties’ genuine philosophical differences and somewhat different constituencies proved less important than their widespread popularity and shared roots in the new American democratic spirit.

Extra Credit Opportunities: 1) Note Cards: Analyze the following terms; include historical context, chronology, drawing conclusions, and cause/effect where appropriate.  Each note card you complete is worth one extra credit point; pick the terms you need the most help with to understand.  2) Outline HippoCampus Videos with Cornell Notes & Answer Explore Questions. (http://www.hippocampus.org/?select-textbook=43)

1. Election of 1824
2. Corrupt Bargain
3. John Quincy Adams
4. Andrew Jackson
5. National Republicans v. Democratic Republicans
6. Jacksonian v. Jeffersonian
7. Spoils System
8. Tariff of 1828
9. Denmark Vesey
10. The South Carolina Exposition
11. Tariff of 1832
12. Henry Clay
13. Tariff of 1833
14. Force Bill
15. Trail of Tears
16. 1830 Indian Removal Act
17. Bank of the U.S.
18. Bank War
19. Campaign of 1832
20. Biddle’s Panic
21. Specie Circular
22. Democrats
23. Whigs

24. Martin Van Buren
25. Panic of 1837

26. Stephen Austin

27. Sam Houston

28. Lone Star Republic

29. William Henry Harrison

30. Jacksonian Democracy
Homework Directions: Read the chapter and complete the following:








1. Complete American Pageant Study Guide.







2. Complete the Five Minute Drill for one Analysis Question.

Chapter 13 Study Guide

The "Corrupt Bargain” or 1824
1.
What was unusual about John Quincy Adams's victory in the presidential election of 1824?

A Yankee Misfit in the White House
2.
Was John Quincy Adams well suited to be president?  Explain.

Going "Whole Hog" for Jackson in 1828
3.
Describe the tone and tactics used in the 1828 election.

“Old Hickory” as President
4.
What was there about Andrew Jackson which made him a man of the people?

The Spoils System
5.
Defend Andrew Jackson's use of the Spoils System.

The Tricky “Tariff of Abominations”
6.
What circumstances led to the passage of the Tariff of Abominations?

"Nullies" in South Carolina
7.
Describe the nullification crisis.
The Trail of Tears
8.
What was particularly unfair about the treatment of the Cherokee Tribe?

The Bank War
9.
Do you agree or disagree with Nicholas Biddle’s nickname, “Czar Nicholas I?”  Explain.
"Old Hickory" Wallops Clay in 1832
10.
What two things were unique about the election of 1832?

Burying Biddle’s Bank
11.
"Andrew Jackson's killing of the BUS forced him to issue the Specie Circular."  Assess.

The Birth of the Whigs
12.
What is so alluring about being associated with “the common man?”

The Election of 1836
13.
Describe the development of the second party system from 1828-1836.

Big Woes for the "Little Magician"
14.
Why was Martin Van Buren unpopular?

Depression Doldrums and the Independent Treasury
15.
What caused the Panic of 1837, and what was done by the president to try and end it?

Gone to Texas 
16.
What made Texas so appealing to Americans?

The Lone Star Rebellion
17.
How did Texas, a part of Mexico settled by Americans, become independent of both?

Makers of America: Mexican or Texan?
18.
Did Texans ever really intend to become Mexican citizens, or did they feign allegiance to get land?

The Log Cabins and Hard Cider of 1840
19.
What does the election of 1840 tell you about politics and voters in America at that time?

Politics for the People
20.
Is the federal government today more concerned with the “common man” or “aristocracy?”  Explain.

The Two-Party System

21.
Who were the Democrats and what did they believe?  The Whigs?

Varying Viewpoints: What Was Jacksonian Democracy?
22.
Explain at least three theories about what motivated the followers of Andrew Jackson.  

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h expanding the “varying viewpoints”

· Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Age of Jackson (1945).

A view of Jacksonian democracy as a product of class conflict:

“During the Bank War, laboring men began slowly to turn to Jackson as their leader, and his party as their party.…This conversion of the working classes to the hard-money policy injected new strength and determination into the hard-money party.…From it would come the impetus to carry through the second stage in the national struggles of Jacksonian democracy.”

· Lee Benson, The Concept of Jacksonian Democracy: New York as a Test Case (1961).

A view of Jacksonian democracy as a product of ethnic and cultural conflict:

“A composition portrait of their [Whigs’ and Democrats’] social and economic backgrounds reveals striking similarities. Their most significant difference is that several Democratic leaders claimed Dutch or German ancestry, while the Whigs invariably claimed British ancestry (mostly by way of New England).”

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h questions about the “varying viewpoints”

23 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What does each of these historians see as the fundamental difference between the two major parties of the Jacksonian era?

24 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why would Schlesinger think of the political conflicts of the day as “real” and critical to the national future, while Benson would tend to regard them as largely “symbolic”?

25 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How would each of these historians approach an event like Andrew Jackson’s attack on the Bank of the United States?
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the advantages and disadvantages of the new politics of mass democracy? Were such things as the spoils system, party machines, and hoopla-driven campaigns inevitable accompaniments of popular democracy, or could “the people” have been mobilized by a more open and less partisan system?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Did John Quincy Adams’s cold personality make him a less competent president than popular hero Andrew Jackson? Why did Americans come to expect their presidents to be charismatic “men of the people” as well as skilled political leaders or administrators? What American presidents fit well into the Jackson mold?

“When I came to the Presidency the principle of internal improvement was swelling the tide of public prosperity.…The great object of my life therefore as applied to the administration of the government of the United States has failed. The American Union as a moral person in the family of nations is to live from hand to mouth, to cast away instead of using for the improvement of its own condition, the bounties of Providence, and to raise to the summit of power a succession of Presidents the consummation of whose glory will be to growl and snarl with impotent fury against a money broker’s shop, to rivet into perpetuity the clanking chain of the slave, and to waste in boundless bribery to the West the invaluable inheritance of the public lands.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h John Quincy Adams (1767–1848) (Letter, 1837)

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Which side fared better as a result of the nullification crisis: the national government (and federal supremacy) or South Carolina (and states' rights)? Why?

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How dramatically did President Jackson change the balance of power between the three branches of government? Did he dramatically expand the power of the executive branch?

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How would the following Founding Fathers assess Andrew Jackson's presidency: George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson. Consider Jackson's democratic views, his reaction to the nullification issue, his support for expansion, and his attack on the Bank of the United States.

“Why the deuce is it that they have such an itching for abusing me? I try to be harmless and positively good-natured, and a most decided friend of peace.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Martin Van Buren (1782–1862) (Comment on newspapers, 1822)

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How was Jackson able to make the “Bank War” such an effective symbol of democracy and of his presidency? Why were his opponents, like Clay and Biddle, unable to counter his appeals, even when their arguments appeared to have economics and stability on their side?

“My own course is decided—all the other Banks and all the merchants may break, but the Bank of the United States shall not break.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Nicholas Biddle (1786–1844) (1834)

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the causes and consequences of the Texas revolt? Why did Texas remain for a time an independent nation rather than become a state of the Union?

8 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did the “log-cabin and hard-cider” campaign of 1840 demonstrate the nature of the two-party system in the New Democracy?

9. Andrew Jackson’s election as President marked the beginning of a new age in American political history.  Assess the validity of this generalization.  (71)

10. Although historically represented as distinct parties, the Federalists and the Whigs in fact shared a common political ideology, represented many of the same interest groups, and proposed similar programs and policies.  Assess the validity of the statement. (91)

11.   Analyze the extent to which TWO of the following influenced the development of democracy between 1820 and 1840.

Jacksonian economic policy

Changes in electoral politics

Second Great Awakening                   Westward movement        (96)

12.  How did TWO of the following contribute to the reemergence of a two party system in the period 1820 to 1840?

Major political personalities      States’ rights           Economic issues            (99)

13.   The Jacksonian Period (1824 –1848) has been celebrated as the era of “common man.”  To what extent did the period live up to its characterization?  Consider TWO of the following in your response.


Economic development            Politics         Reform movements     (01)

“When my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the sun in heaven, may I not see him shining on the broken and dishonored fragments of a once glorious Union; on states dissevered, discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood! Let their last feeble and lingering glance rather behold the glorious ensign of the republic, now known and honored throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its arms and trophies streaming in their original luster, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single star obscured.…”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Daniel Webster (1782–1852) (Webster-Hayne debate speech, 1831)

 “I surveyed the country that had caused us so much trouble, anxiety, and blood, and that now caused me to be a prisoner of war. I reflected upon the ingratitude of the whites, when I saw their fine houses, rich harvests…and recollected that this land had been ours, for which I and my people had never received a dollar, and that the whites were not satisfied until they took our villages and our grave yards from us and removed us across the Mississippi.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Black Hawk (1767–1838)

 (Autobiography, 1835)
HISTORIC NOTES
· Andrew Jackson handily wins the popular vote in the 1824 but fials to win the necessary electoral votes.  The U.S. House of Representatives selects his opponent, John Quincy Adams.  But in 1828, Jackson easily defeats Adams, ushering in what many see as a period of democratic growth.  Claiming he is attacking entrenched political forces, Jackson rewards his political supporters with patronage positions in government.
· The tariff of 1832 nearly leads to military confrontation between the federal government and South Carolina.  Though resolved peacefully, the conflict pits two powerful political figures against each other, President Andrew Jackson and Senator John C. Calhoun of SC.
· Cherokee Indians are forced to leave their land and travel west in what becomes known as the Trail of Tears.  Also, Sauk Fox Indians are beaten in the Black Hawk War and Seminoles in FL are defeated and removed to reservations in the West.
· Opponents of Jackson and the Democrats form a new political party in the early 1830s, the Whigs.
· Martin Van Buren succeeds Jackson.  His presidency is seriously damaged by a severe depression brought on in part by Jackson’s Specie Circular, which ends the Bank of the U.S.
· The conflict over the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 revealed deepening sectional differences.  Opponents of the tariff claimed that individual states could nullify federal laws deemed harmful to their interests.  Jockson disagreed and threatened to use the military to enforce federal acts and laws.  Calhoun in essence was making the claim that the U.S. was a confederation of states.
· Seeing the Bank of the U.S. as a vestige of elite eastern control of the economy, Jackson did battle with its president, Nicholas Biddle.  Jackson finally defeated the Bank of the U.S. with ther Specie Circular.  Even though the Supreme Court, in McCulloch v. MD had ruled the Bank constitutional, Jackson had his way, but it precipitated an economic collapse.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

5. The Early Republic, 1789-1815

A. Washington, Hamilton, and shaping of the national government 

B. Emergence of political parties: Federalists and Republicans 

C. Republican Motherhood and education for women 

D. Beginnings of the Second Great Awakening 

E. Significance of Jefferson's presidency 

F. Expansion into the trans-Appalachian West; American Indian resistance 

G. Growth of slavery and free Black communities 

H. The War of 1812 and its consequences 

7. The Transformation of Politics in Antebellum America

A. Emergence of the second party system 

B. Federal authority and its opponents: judicial federalism, the Bank War, tariff controversy, and states' rights debates 

C. Jacksonian democracy and its successes and limitations 
Chapter 13 Study Guide:

The Rise of Mass Democracy, 1824–1840
The "Corrupt Bargain” or 1824
1.
What was unusual about John Quincy Adams's victory in the presidential election of 1824?
A Yankee Misfit in the White House
2.
Was John Quincy Adams well suited to be president?  Explain.
Going "Whole Hog" for Jackson in 1828
3.
Describe the tone and tactics used in the 1828 election.
“Old Hickory” as President
4.
What was there about Andrew Jackson which made him a man of the people?
The Spoils System
5.
Defend Andrew Jackson's use of the Spoils System.

The Tricky “Tariff of Abominations”
6.
What circumstances led to the passage of the Tariff of Abominations?

"Nullies" in South Carolina
7.
Describe the nullification crisis.
The Trail of Tears
8.
What was particularly unfair about the treatment of the Cherokee Tribe?

The Bank War
9.
Do you agree or disagree with Nicholas Biddle’s nickname, “Czar Nicholas I?”  Explain.
"Old Hickory" Wallops Clay in 1832
10.
What two things were unique about the election of 1832?

Burying Biddle’s Bank
11.
"Andrew Jackson's killing of the BUS forced him to issue the Specie Circular."  Assess.

The Birth of the Whigs
12.
What is so alluring about being associated with “the common man?”

The Election of 1836
13.
Describe the development of the second party system from 1828-1836.

Big Woes for the "Little Magician"
14.
Why was Martin Van Buren unpopular?

Depression Doldrums and the Independent Treasury
15.
What caused the Panic of 1837, and what was done by the president to try and end it?

Gone to Texas 
16.
What made Texas so appealing to Americans?

The Lone Star Rebellion
17.
How did Texas, a part of Mexico settled by Americans, become independent of both?

Makers of America: Mexican or Texan?
18.
Did Texans ever really intend to become Mexican citizens, or did they feign allegiance to get land?

The Log Cabins and Hard Cider of 1840
19.
What does the election of 1840 tell you about politics and voters in America at that time?

Politics for the People
20.
Is the federal government today more concerned with the “common man” or “aristocracy?”  Explain.

The Two-Party System

21.
Who were the Democrats and what did they believe?  The Whigs?

Varying Viewpoints: What Was Jacksonian Democracy?
22.
Explain at least three theories about what motivated the followers of Andrew Jackson.  

AP United States History


Unit 4: From Federalist to Jeffersonian to Jacksonian Republic (1789 – 1840) 
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